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THOUGHTS 


ON THE 


FATAL CONSEQUENCES 


Female Proſtitution, Ec. 


A— * thts _ 


= — 1 — 


T is generally allowed, that none of the 
human Species are more miſerable in them - 
ſelves, or more miſchieyous in Society, than 

thoſe unhappy Women, who diſgrace our Streets, 
and ſubſiſt upon the infamous Wages of Iniquity. 
Their Occupation, Connections, and the Scenes, 
which they perpetually witneſs, ſpeedily oblite- 
rate every Sentiment of Virtue, that they may 
have received from Education, and familiarize 
them to Wickedneſs ; until Shame and Remorſe 
being completely baniſhed, they are in the _ 
Practice of Effrontery, Deceit, and Licentiout- 
neſs, prepared for any kind or Degree of Vice, 
to which they can be tempted. | 

A 2 Young, 


E 
-— Young Women, having been ſeduced, and de- 


ſerted, arc baniſhed from their Friends; exclud- 
cd from their former Proſpects and Satisfac- 


tions; add "rp uently, after an indulgent Edu- 
c 


cation, are left without other Reſource, than 
that of entering the vile Recefſes of Debauch- 
ery. When once initiatod in theſe Seminaries, 
the general Conlequences are increafting Wick- 
edneſs, a ruincd Conſtitution, a premature Death, 
and, as far ds we can ſee, everlaſting Deſtruc— 


tion. 


In the mean Time their malignant Influence 
on Society is a deplorable. They throng 
our Streets. and lay in wait for the inexperienc— 
ed and incautious: 'So that a Youth can ſcarce 
walk a Nile in many Parts of this City, with- 
out, running the Gauntlet through ar leaſt fifty 
of thote Temptations, which are moſt likely to 
prevail againſt him. Thus are the riſing Genes 
rations ſueceſſively corrupted ; evil Habits are 
early contracted, ruinous Connections formed, 
Conlcience-and'the Senſe of Shame ſubdued, and 
our Youth trained up for a Life of Profligacy. 
Here eſpecially they learn Extravagance ; and 
hence ſally forth to aſſault our Perſons and Ha- 
bitations, in order to make thoſe depredations 
on our Property, which may ſupport the Expen- 
ces of their licentious Indulgences: And many 
of thoſe unhappy Wretches, (whoſe Executions 
are the Diſgrace of our Age and Country, and 
the Grief of every feeling Heart) confeſs that 
in the Company of Harlots, they were trained 
up tor this fatal End, 
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When further we conſider the Tafluence, 
theſe unhappy Women have upon our Popula- 
tion, and the Health of the People ; upon rela- 


tive Late , eſpecially the Conduct of Children to 


their Parents, and Huſbands to their Wives, 


with all the long Train of domeſtic Miſcries 
that enſue : And when we confider that common- 


ly the very ſeducers of virtuous young Women, 


(whoſe Conduct is ſo generally, and juſtly exe- 
crated, are trained up lor ſuch Seductions in the 


Company ot thoſe, who are licentious: We may 


then without Exaggeration aflert, that a common 
Proſtitute is in a Community, an Evil, not diffi- 
milar to a Perſon infected with the Plague; who 
miſerable himſelf, is daily communicating the 


Contagion to thoſe, who will in turn infect others, 


and propagate ſtill wider and wider the fatal 
Malady,—— 

There is therefore ſcarce a Motive, that can 
influence the fecling Heart, which doth not 
powerfully urge us to attempt ſomething, in or- 
der to remedy, or at leaſt check the Progreſs 
of this enormous Evil. Compaſſion for the poor 
Wretches themſelves; the Deſire both of their 
temporal and cternal Welfare; Love to Society, 
to our Connections and Relatives ; together with 
Regard to the Intereſts of Religion, and Mora— 
lity, with united Energy conſtrain us, to wiſh 
ſomething effectual could be done. 

But the Miſch ef is ſo deep rooted, and wide 
diffuſed, that a radical Cure may perhaps be in 
it's own Nature impracticable : However nothing 
more than a partial Kedreſs can be expected 
from any ſingle Expedicnt, or private Society. 

But 
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But in ſuch a Caſe, no Degree of Succeſs ſhould 
be deſpiſed, nor any Expedient lighted, which 
reaſonably promiſes it: On the contrary it be- 
hoves every one, whoſe Situation, Ability, or 
Influence enable him, to deviſe, propoſe and ap- 
ply ſome Remedy, whether of a more public, 
or a more private Nature; for a Multplicity of 
Expedients, except they interfere with each 
other, will not be found too many ; and each 
may have it's peculiar Uſetulnets. 


Theſe Obſervations regularly introduce the 


Deſign of this Pamphlet. It has pleafed God in 
his wiſe, and righteous Providence, to chaſtiſe this 
Species of Vice by a very loathſome, and dread- 
ful Diſeaſe ; which yet admits of a ready and 
effectual Cure, when properly treated; but be- 
ing neglected, produces the moſt fatal Effects. 
Now both the divine Precepts and Example in- 
ſtruct us, to attempt the Relief even of thoſe 
very Miſeries, which are the immediate Effects 
of Sin. At a Time therefore when Perſons, 
labouring under this dreadful Malady, were in- 
admiſſible into other Hoſpitals ; and conſequent- 
ly when Numbers, through Poverty, were inca- 
pable of obtaining effectual Relief; Compaſſion 
for the Miſerable induced many of the Nobllity, 
and Gentry to found and Support by Subſcrip- 
tion the Lock Hoſpital, purpoſely for their Re- 
ception and Cure. Aware of the Objections 
which might be urged againſt, and the Abuſe 
that might be made of ſuch an Inſtitution, many 
ſalutary Arrangements were made to obyiate 
ſuch Objections, and prevent ſuch Abuſes; (as 
may be ſeen in the annual Reports and other 
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Papers circulated by the Governors.) Eſpecially, 


one Part of the Plan hath ever bcen, to convert 
the- Hoſpital into a Sort of Penitentiary ; and 
whilſt the Patients were under Care, and feel- 
ing in the moſt ſenſible Manner the bitter Ef- 
fects of Vice, that they ſhould be attended by a 
Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhment, and inſtructed 
from the Word of God in ſuch Things, as were 
directly ſuited to their Character and Situ- . 
ation: ſuch as have a Tendency to convince 


them of their Wickedneſs, of the Diſpleaſure 


of God againſt them on that Account, and of 
their being expoſed to an unſpeakably ſeverer 
Puniſhment hereafter.; unleſs they repent of, 
and forſake their Sins, ſccking for that Forgive- 
neſs and Salvation, propoſed by the Goſpel.— 

It is not eaſy to aſcertain the Succeſs of theſe 
Endeavours; as Perſons, to whom we are utter 
Strangers, after ſix Weeks, or two Months con- 
tinuance in the Hoſpital, are diſmiſſed to all 
Parts of the Kingdom, and we ſee them no 
more. But as the Inſtructions are given them 
privately in their Wards, in the plaineſt, and 
moſt familiar Style, and upon the moſt intereſt- 
ing, and uncontroverted Subjects; and accompani- 


ed with carneſt Exhortations, Warnings, and Per- 


ſuaſions, as well as Supplications to God for them, 
we may reaſonably hope for the divine Bleſſing 
on our Endeayours; for we are aſſured by the 


beſt Authority, that Publicans and Harlots are 


brought to true Repentance, and do find Ad- 
miſſion into the Kingdom of God. And indeed 
their general Attention, and the Seriouſneſs ob- 
ſervable among them, and the grateful Ac- 
Eknowledg- 
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knowledgments ſeveral make, and the Hope 


they, expreſs that they have received real and 


durable Advantage, are ſuflicient Encourage- 


ments to proceed, Nor ſhould it be forgotten 
that ſerious Impreſſions, when not immediately 


effectual, nay after having lain dormant for 


many Years, do not un requently at laſt ſpring 


up and produce the happieſt Effects. 


In full Confidence chat theſe Endeavours will. 
by no means be in vain, I ſhould have proceed- 
ed in the Diſcharge of the Duty of my Situa- 
tion, without ſeeking to attract the Notice of 
any one, or afking any human Aſſiſtance ; were 


there not one diſcouraging Circumſtance, which 


I am incapable of removing, but which may be 


removed by the united Efforts of ethers, — _ 
It is, I ſuppofe, generally Known, that the 


* 
: 


o 
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Patients in the Lock Hoſpital, are both Male 
and Female, in ſeparate Wards: But their Caſes. 


are widely different. The Men have their Places. 


of Abode, or their. Occupations, to which they 
may return when cured; And as Wickedneſs 


(in that particular at leaſt) is not their mainte- 


* 
. 


_ 


nance ; ſhould any ſerious Reflections be exeit- 
ed in their Minds, they would in general meet 


with no other Obſtacles to a Change of Life, iban 
ſuch as are common to them with others, who 


have contracted vicious Habits. However, all 


that is properly in our Power, or can be ex- 
pected from us, hath been done in Order to 
their Reformation. 


} 


J 


But the mo/? of the Women are of that Claſs, 
whoſe „ baleful Influence have been 


hinted at. 


* 


have 


any : of them, when diſcharged, 
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have no Method of ſubſiſtence, but by Proſtitu- 


tion; nor can procure any Lodging but in an Houſe 
of Infamy. Theſc have ſcarce any alternative, but 
ſtarving or a Priſon on the one Hand, or rc- 
turning to their former Practices on the other, 
Should therefore any ſerious Impreſſions be 
made upon them, they would necd the Faith” 
and Conſtancy of a Martyr, (in ſteadily pre- 
ferring the greateſt Hardſhips, to a ready re- 
lief by Sin) in the very firſt Onſet of a Reform- 
ation 

It is indeed with ſenſible Pleaſure that J ob- 
ſerve, that ſome few have been fetched out of 
the Hoſpital by their Relations, upon Applica- 
tion made to them; and I have Reaſon to be- 
lieve that ſome others have been induced to re- 
turn Home, and have been received. But there 
have been Parents, who have poſitively refuſed 
to harbour their own Children upon repeated 
Application, Others have no Relations, who 
are in circumſtances to relieve them: And 
doubtleſs ſome would gladly cnter an Afylum 
among ſtrangers, who would recoil at the Idea 
of appearing, emaciated by Diſeaſe, and covered 
with Infamy, amongſt the Companions of more 
creditable and proſperous Days. - And though 
the lamentable Truth be allowed, that few in 
compariſon ſeem diſpoſed to forſake their licen- 
tious Practices except they could otherwite 
lead a Liſe of Indolence, and Indulgence ; 
yet we muſt deny the Goſpel to be any 
longer © the Power of God unto Salvation,” if 
we conclude that none will ever be influenced 
by it, to a ſincere Deſire and Purpoſe of forſak- 
_— B ing 
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ing their former ſinful Courſes and Connections, 
ſhould a place be prepared and opened for their 
Reception. 55 | 
By this Time I ſuppoſe the Reader will have 
turned his Thoughts to the Magdalene Hoſpi- 
tal. Far be it from me to depreciate the Ex- 
cellency and Utility of that truly benevolent In- 
ſtitution, which is, I believe, always opened to 
ſuch Perſons, as from the Lock properly apply 
for Admiſſion. But there are Reaſons, why it 
cannot anſwer the End here propoſed, or ſu- 
perſede the Neceſſity of ſuch a private Alylum, 
as I would recommend; I ſhall mention but one, 
which is of ſuch a Nature, as renders it need- 
leſs to aſſign any other. The Magdalene ad- 
mits Perſons only once a Month : Patients are 
diſcharged from the Lock every Week. During 
the intermediate Space, (whether one Week or 
three) which the moſt would have to wait pre- 
vious to admiſſion into the Magdalene, they muſt, 
and will generally return to their former Abodes, 
Connections, and Practices: when this is the 
Caſe, Reflection will ſtudiouſly be ſtifled by 
every Diſſipation and Exceſs, and before the 
Time is expired, every ſerious Impreſſion will 
be effaced. In order to do them real good, 
they muſt, if poſſible, be preſerved from ever 
ſeeing or converſing with their former aban- 
doned Companions: An immediate Aſylum a- 
lone can promiſe Succeſs ; together with the 
continuation of thoſe Inſtructions, which have 
excited any Seriouſneſs in their Minds, or Re- 
morſe in their Conſciences; that Time may not 
be allowed for ſuch Impreffions to wear of ; 
but 


3 


but that they may have all the Advantage we 
can give them, for producing an abiding change. 
It is therefore hoped, that none will ſuppoſe that 
ſuch a deſign can interfere with the Magdalene, 
which will doubtleſs continue to receive the firm 
Support of the Humane, and will never want as 
many Obje&s, as it can provide for.“ And all 
impartial Friends to the Cauſe of Humanity will 
unite in wiſhing the Increaſe of ſuch Inſtituti- 
ons, as far, as they can anſwer the End propoſed, 
and conduce to the real Benefit of our fellow- 
creatures. — | 

It is true, on the other Hand, that if the Al- 
mighty is-pJeaſed to exert his Power, he can ef- 
fect the Sinner's Converſion, notwithſtanding all 
Hindrances ; and on that Power our Depend- 
ance muſt ultimately be placed. With this 
Truth I have hitherto been ſupported, and born 
above diſcouragement ; and ſhall, I truſt, conti- 
nue to be ſo, ſhould this Attempt be unſucceſs- 
ful: Becauſe then I ſhould have done all in 
Pawer for them. But, until we have done all 
in our Power, we preſume upon, rather than 
truſt in the Power of God, if we expect Succeſs 
from him. We are to uſe every Means; and 
remove, as much as poſſible, every Hindrance, 
which can prevent the Efficacy of thoſe Means; 
and then expect a Bleſſing from God upon our 
Endeavours ; in juſt the ſame Manner, when we 
are ſeeking the Salvation of their Souls, as when 

we 


* Tt may, and will frequently happen, that Perſons apply- 
ing to the Magdalene though not refuſed, may be poſiponed 
through want of Room for preſent Accommodation: which 
in this Caſe, muſt be equivalent to a Repulſe. 


—— 
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we would cure their bodily Diſtemper: And 
ſumethirg further may be done in the former 
| Concern ; At leaſt I ſuppoſe ſo. — 

Now let a rctleQting Perſon conſider the Situ- a 
ation of a deſtitute I'emale in the Lock Hoſpi- 4 
tal, rom a full Perſuaſion that when diſcharg- F 
ed, the muſt cither return to her former ſinful 
Courle of Lite, (which for the preſent Moment 
is not without its Attractions to a ſenſual, vain, 
and diſtipated Mind,) or encounter the ex- 
tremeſt Hardſhips; ſhe muſt needs be expoſed 
to almoſt invincible "Temptations to hate and ſhun 
Inſtruction, to ſtop her Ears, and harden her 
Heart againſt it; and to ſtrive to forget, or diſ- 
credit the alarming Truths, which only tend to 
render her uneaſy, in that Courſe of Life, which 
appears to her inevitable. 

But could we inform them, that an Aſy- 
lum was preparcd, into which any who would 
prefer honeſt Employment, decent Maintenance, 
and a regular Lite, might immediately be ad- 
mitted, upon their Cure; andin which they might 
be continued (if they behaved properly) *rill 
they could recover their Character, and be in- 
troduced into ſome creditable Way of Life: We 
might hope this would remove that Obſtacle, 
ſoften their Prejudices, convince them of our 
friendly Diſpoſition towards them, preſerve them 
from ſelt-Deſperation, and produce a more can- 
did Mind in recciving Inſtruction. And ſhould 
hopeful Tokens of Repentance appear in any of 
them, they would not have the Mortification of 
being told upon Application to the Miniſter, 
(after all tte profeſſed Deſire of their Weltare, 


which 


E 
which he hath intermingled with his Exhorta- 
tions) that nothing further can be done for 
them, let what vill be the Conſequence: As I 
have ſeveral Times, with regret, been conſtrain- 
ed to inform them. 

Such an Aſylum would Ikewiſe furniſh a- 
bundance of additional Arguments and Motives 
of the moſt convincing and affecting Nature, 
whereby to expoſtulate with them. Every Per- 
ſon would then be ſatisficd, that all in the Pow- 
er of Man was done for them : Every Shadow 
of Objection againſt the Lock Charity muſt ef- 
fectually be filenced, and it muſt he univerſally 
acknowledged to be both a well intended, and 
well directed Attempt to check the Progreſs and 
counteract the Conſequences of Licentiouſnelſs ; 
and to reſcue ſome of the moſt wretched of our 
fellow-creatures from complicated Miſery and 
Ruin: And I truſt it may be added, that it 
would form an additional Ground, on which 
we might reſt our Expectation both of Support 
from Men, and a Bleiſiog from God upon the 
Inftitution. 

This is the Deſign which the Author, at firſt 
rather from the Feelings of his Heart, in wir- 
neſſing the Miſery of the Objects of his In- 
ſtruction, conceived as a Wiſh; than formed 
into a Plan, which he could expect ſhould be 
carried into Execution at the Inſtance of ſo ob- 
ſcure an Individual. But having meationed the 
Thought to ſeveral reſpectable Perions, he is 
encouraged by their Approbation and Ccounte- 
nance, to propoſe it thus publicly to the hu- 
mane, the generous, and the pious ; to all whoare 


glad 
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glad to promote the Intereſts of Mankind, by 
promoting Religion, and Morality. 
No more than the Outlines of the Plan need here 
be mentioned, which are as follows. It is propoſed 
to raiſe a Sum of Money by Subſcription, and 
with it to provide a Place contiguous tothe Lock, 
into which any of the Female Patients, who 
have behaved well in the Hoſpital, and have not 
(for the latter Part of the Time at leaſt) been 
ilty of indecent, and profane Converſation, 
but who ſeem hopefully diſpoſed to change their 
Courſe of Life, may be admitted; and there 
maintained, though without Indulgence, yet 
at a Diſtance from any Severity, or Hardſhip 
(which in this Caſe would be peculiarly impo- 
litic.) There to be employed in ſome kind of 
Work, according to their Ability, a certain 
Number of Hours every Day : To be continued 
here until application can be made to their 
Friends to receive them, or ſome proper Situa- 
tion can be found for them: But liable to be ex- 
b for ill Behaviour (ſuch as Lying, Dif- 
oneſty, profane and indecent Language, be- 
ing ſeen in improper Company, being abſent 
from the Houſe without Leave, or contrary to 
rule, reſorting to improper Places, Slothfulneſs, 
&c.) That they attend regularly the public 
Worſhip at the Lock-Chapel, and/alfo be in- 
ſtructed by the Minifter, in the ſ. 
the Patients in the Hoſpital are. 

I am aware that the Ingratitude, and ill 
Behaviour, which ſome have witneſſed in at- 
tempting the Reformation of ſuch Women, will 
diſcourage them: And I haye armed my own 
Mind, 
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Mind, and would arm the Minds of others ta 
expect multiplied Inſtances of this kind. But 
if amidſt reiterated Diſappointments, we are 
ſucceſsful only in a few Inſtances, and but a 
very ſmall Number are indeed brought to true 
Repentance, and a Chriſtian Converſation: The 
Honour done the Goſpel, the Benefit accruin 
to Society, the comfort and advantage afforded 
to an afflicted Family, added to the Salvation 
of an immortal Soul, in every ſuch Inſtance, 
will be an abundant Compenſation. And, if 
we conſider that ſome of theſe poor Creatures 
are not above Thirteen, or Fourteen Years of 
Age; and that others are but juſt entered upon 
this abandoned courſe of Life, and directly feel 
the painful Effects; I ſhall ſcarce be deemed 
too ſanguine, if I expreſs a ſtrong Confidence, 
that we ſhall have at leaſt thus much Succeſs, 
if the Plan be adopted. But after all the Pains 
beſtowed upon them, to be under the neceſſity 
of turning them, however reluctant, into the 
Streets, is a diſcouragement of ſuch Magnitude, 
that there needs to Eloquence to evince, that 
the removal of it is a proper Object of Charity: 
Whilſt the readineſs of the Public on other Occaſi- 
ons, inſpires a Confidence that it will be removed. 
And probably the Expence will not be 
large: The Number of thoſe, who will du- 
rably prefer ſuch a Life may never be great. 
But if God ſhould beyond expectation, proſper 
the Attempt, the Expence will theg be more 
eaſily provided for. However it is propoſed 
to begin upon a ſmall Scale, in order to make 


Trial how it anſwers, before any large Expence 
be 


E 
be incurred. And it ſhould alſo be obſerved, 
ihat tho? it is intended, in. order 'to encourage 
their iaduſtiy, that a portion of their Earnings 
ſhould be at their own diſpoſal; yet the re- 
maipder will in part defray the Charge. | 
N. B. It is propoſed to be a Subſcription 
entircly ſeparate from that to the Lock Hoſpital. 
Many Suhſcribers tp, that Charity, may not 
chuſe to ſeppott this defign by Wee 
Nene And tis. hops ek | many, who 
| Hufe +6 BEeohie fs bf the Cock, 
wilt f. art da fm ller Sum to this Deſign. 

It is alf propdſed th confine this Aſylum entire- 
ly to th: Patients cured in the Lock-Hoſpital, that 
x may more evidently appear in no reſpect to 
interfere whit the Magdalene. ops 
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On Wedneſtay, April the 13th, at Twelve „Clock in 
the Fer: noon wil' be held at he Bord Room, at "the 
Eock Hoſpreal, a Mee: 1mg of ſuch cf the Nob lity: and 
Gently, Wão with to torwar this Difigs.: When the 
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